
 

 
 
 1 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 MINUTES 
 November 22, 2002 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Orlando Alcordo Jr., Mary Briden, Doug DeSanti, Dr. Kay Lewis, 
Marilyn Price, Jerry Stein, Roberto Torres, Donald K. Uhles, Bill White, and Gary Woods 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Dr. Gary Smith 
 
GUESTS PRESENT:  Janine Anderson, Jeff Backherms, Paula Davis, Barbara Glickman, Bob 
Lashua, David Sanchez, Brian Smith, Bert Thomas, and Kevin Ward 
 
BEMS STAFF PRESENT:  Judi Crume, Victor Dominguez, Chuck Kramer, Peggy Lahren, 
Susan Nicolas, Jerry Ollier, and Larry Lorenzen 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Dr. Kay Lewis called the regular meeting of the Education Committee to order at 9:13 
a.m.  A quorum was present. 

 
II. DISCUSS/AMEND and APPROVE AGENDA  

Kay Lewis asked if Item VII, Skills Testing Alternatives, could be heard first and the 
Committee members agreed.  A motion was made by Jerry Stein and seconded by Doug 
DeSanti to amend the Agenda and approve it with this one change.  Motion carried. 

 
III. DISCUSS/AMEND and APPROVE MINUTES 

A motion was made by Mary Briden, seconded by Bill White, to approve the Minutes 
from September 27, 2002, as presented.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. DHS REPORT/INFORMATION 

A. Report on the Rules Package on Items Affecting Training Programs 
 Judi Crume reported that after eight stakeholder meetings, we are still in the 

talking stages about policy and how you create a regulatory scheme that works 
but that is as simple as the law will allow and as simple as the law mandates.  At 
this point, we have come to some good conclusions as to certification and training 
programs.  What seems to be giving us problems and needs more discussion is the 
issue of base hospitals and medical direction being able to come from two 
separate sources – base hospital or centralized medical direction center.  Judi 
stated that she and Dona Markley have been talking to different sources, both 
stakeholders and non-stakeholders, about this issue to help solve the problem.  
Judi said that there are two meetings in the Tucson area in December and, 
hopefully, in February we will move into the formal process. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

Kay spoke about the meetings concerning the rules package revision and how the 
different stakeholders were attending the meetings to voice their concerns; i.e., at the 
meeting concerning base hospitals, quite a few base hospital coordinators were there and 



 

at the meeting having to do with certification there was a room full of people who had a 
stake in certification to voice their opinions.  Next she handed out three documents.  The 
first was a table having to do with what is current in terms of certification showing what 
was required to get certified or recertified for the three levels of EMT certification.  The 
second handout, titled “EMT Certification,” is a comparison of current rules and the 
proposed new rules.  She urged that anyone who has any concerns with the proposed rule 
changes, please get involved and attend the rules package revision meetings.  The third 
handout, titled “Admission Requirements (ALS Refresher Course),” was a Memorandum 
from Victor Dominguez, Central Region Manager, to the ALS Training Programs and 
ALS Base Hospitals in the Central Region, which spelled the admission requirements for 
ALS Refresher courses.  Kay requested that if someone in the meeting did not receive 
this Memo in the mail, then check with the Bureau to make sure they are on the mailing 
list. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

B. Skills Testing Alternatives 
Kay began this item by explaining that there has been interest shown in using 
manikins for training and during the practical testing of EMT-Basics.  Next she 
gave a PowerPoint presentation showing EMT-Basic students working with one 
of the manikins available for this type of training.  After the PowerPoint 
presentation, Captain David Sanchez of the Phoenix Fire Department and an EMT 
instructor at Phoenix College, brought a manikin to the meeting for members to 
see, touch, ask questions about and practice with.  He spoke about the manikin 
and the many ways that students can practice their practical skills on the manikin  
(two gentlemen came well after the demonstration, one from the local distributor 
of the manikin and the second from the manufacturer, to answer any questions 
about the manikin).  Kay explained that the reason she put this item on the agenda 
was that while the National Registry of EMTs allows the use of manikins in skills 
testing, the Bureau would have to agree.  Kay noted that heretofore, the Bureau 
does not allow the use of manikins for the practical testing of students and, if the 
Committee agrees, she would like to see manikins be used as a skills testing 
alternative.  A motion was made by Mary Briden with a second by Doug DeSanti 
to allow the use of manikins as an alternative for skills testing on a basic level.  A 
question on what kinds of manikins could be used was asked and, with the help of 
the Committee members, Kay set up the following requirements of a manikin for 
training/testing purposes: 
 

1. A minimum weight of 75 pounds. 
2. Capable of accepting: 

a. A long-bone immobilization 
b. Spinal immobilization (seated) 
c. Spinal immobilization (supine) 
d. Pneumatic anti-shock garment  

3. CPR. 
4. Basic airway techniques. 
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  The motion was amended to add the above requirements of a manikin.  The 
amendment was approved by Mary Briden and Doug DeSanti. 

  Motion carried - move to EMSC as action item. 
 
  Kay will work with the Bureau staff to determine the feasibility for skills testing 

using manikins.  Documentation from the National Registry will be sent to Victor. 
 
At this time, a break was called by Kay to allow the members and guests to inspect the manikin 
and ask Captain Sanchez any questions. 
 
After the break, Kay asked all the Committee members to introduce themselves for the benefit of 
the new members of the Committee.  Also at this time, Victor Dominguez introduced to the 
Committee the newest member of the Bureau’s Central Region office, Jerry Ollier. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Funding for EMT-I Transition Programs 
Victor Dominguez spoke on this item.  He distributed a handout titled “EMT-
Intermediate Status Report,” which breaks down by region and county the number 
of currently certified EMT-Intermediates under the 1985 Curriculum, how many 
are in the current transition course, how many are interested in transitioning, and 
how many are not interested.  Victor went over the handout for the Committee.  
Chuck Kramer, Southeastern Region Manager, went over some of the reasons 
EMT-Is are giving for not being interested.  Barbara Glickman said that she has a 
group of EMT-Is in Gila County that are interested in the program.  Victor 
responded that there shouldn’t be any problem in funding a class in that area.  A 
question was brought up of what is the difference, education-wise, of an EMT-I 
taking the EMT-I Transition Program and a Paramedic Transition Program.  Kay 
explained that there is no Paramedic Transition Program.  An EMT-I would have 
to go through the entire Paramedic course.  Another question asked was about the 
timeframe for EMT-Is to take the courses to upgrade.  Victor responded that a 
timeframe has not been set yet but eventually there will be a date set that 
mandates that EMT-Is either take the required course to move up to the new 
Intermediate Level or downgrade to EMT-Basic.  As to funding:  the four 
regional councils should have funds, which were provided by the Bureau to 
finance the transition program in each region.  Anyone interested in the transition 
program should contact his or her regional council. 

 
B. Status of ALS Distance Learning Programs and Curricula 

Chief Bill White began the presentation by saying that the students in the South 
Dakota course have made it through the didactic portion of the class.  He went on 
to say that the program had problems since the beginning of the class.  The 
students were supposed to be accepted in the South Dakota program but a year 
after the program began, South Dakota stated that they would not accept Arizona 
students.  Chief White stated that after a long search, he found a class in Montana 
that would accept the Arizona students.  A decision was made not to try a distance 
learning program until either Indian Health Services (“IHS”) is recognized as a 
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training center or they can get a training program in each state.  He said that it is 
very beneficial for the Native American communities to have the distance 
learning program for several reasons:  
 

1. It will bring the training to them. 
 2. It is free.  It doesn’t cost the Native Americans or the people working for 

the Native American communities anything to go to the class. 
 
  Chief White continued by saying that the instruction was good but the satellite 

dish went down right about the middle of the program so they had to get a new 
one put in.  Barbara Glickman, the program site coordinator, then took over with 
the presentation by giving a history of the distance learning program.  A 
discussion ensued.  Chief White stated that they are trying to get instructors 
certified in states involved in the program and asked that if the Committee 
members and visitors have any ideas on doing this, please contact him.  Mary 
Briden has had much experience in this area and offered her assistance.  No action 
required of the Committee. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. EMT-B Initial Provider NR Fail/Retest Policy 
Jerry Stein strongly stated that giving individuals six chances to pass the National 
Registry test is too many chances.  He feels that some individuals may not have 
what it takes, either mentally or physically, to become an EMT and, even if after 
struggling through five attempts and then finally passing it on the sixth attempt, it 
may not be fair to this individual to think that he or she could go on to be an 
Intermediate or Paramedic.  He felt we should go back to the old rule that if an 
individual attempts and fails to pass the NR test after three tries, he or she be 
required to take the EMT-Basic course again.  Jerry Stein (seconded by Mary 
Briden) motioned that an EMT student in a Basic program who completes the 
EMT-Basic training program have three opportunities to take the NR test.  If 
unsuccessful in three attempts, that there are no additional opportunities made 
available to him until taking the EMT-Basic training program over again.  After a 
discussion, Kay called the question: 
Motion failed (1 – Yea, 7 – Nays, 0  - Abstentions). 

 
C: Required Documentation for EMT Courses; Alternatives to Hard Copy 

Kay asked if schools can start using floppy disks and/or CDs to store class 
documentation instead of having it all stored on hard copy.  Victor responded that 
he would need to check with the Attorney General’s office on this question and 
get back with the answer at the next meeting. 

 
VIII. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Barbara Glickman asked if there is going to be an EMT-I to Paramedic transition course 
sometime in the future.  Kay answered that there are no plans for that type of course.  
Kay clarified that a training program has the opportunity to plan the intensity of the 
course based on the needs and capabilities of the majority of the students.  The training 
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program is competency based and therefore lends itself to tailoring the content with 
minimum hours that can be increased (not decreased) as necessary. 

 
IX. MEMBERS’ EDUCATIONAL and INFORMATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None to report. 
 
X. NEXT MEETING 

The next regular meeting of the Education Committee is scheduled for February 21, 
2003, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Agenda Items that will be forwarded to the February 21st meeting (under “Old 
Business”): 
 
1. Required Documentation for EMT Courses; Alternatives to Hard Copy. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
Bill White motioned for adjournment, Roberto Torres seconded.  Motion carried.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 11:32 a.m. 

 
 
Approved by Education Committee on 2/21/03 

 
 
 5 


	November 22, 2002
	MEMBERS PRESENT:  Orlando Alcordo Jr., Mary Briden, Doug DeSanti, Dr. Kay Lewis, Marilyn Price, Jerry Stein, Roberto Torres, Donald K. Uhles, Bill White, and Gary Woods
	
	
	
	
	MEMBERS ABSENT:  Dr. Gary Smith





	III.DISCUSS/AMEND and APPROVE MINUTES
	
	
	Funding for EMT-I Transition Programs



	Status of ALS Distance Learning Programs and Curricula
	EMT-B Initial Provider NR Fail/Retest Policy

